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In Key Stage 4, students have the opportunity to focus their studies

on  specific IGCSE subjects. They will get the chance to focus on

what interests them or what they wish to study when they move on

to university. 

At Belvedere British School, we offer a range of subjects at

International GCSE (IGCSE): Maths, English Language, English

Literature, Triple Science, Double Science, Single Science, Human

Biology, Psychology, ICT, Art, Business, Geography, Global

Citizenship, History and French. 

Our IGCSE options are all two year linear courses that are

administered by Pearson Edexcel. Students will begin their ICGSE

course in August 2022 and will be assessed in all course content in

May 2024.

Key Stage 4 students will also have lessons in Arabic and Islamic

(where applicable) and these subjects will be available to select as

an IGCSE should a student wish to sit these.

Students will be required to take three core subjects (English,

Maths and Science), and a further five optional subjects. All

optional choices will be subject to minimum class sizes and

availability of option blocks.

In order to be meet the ADEK requirements, students should pass

five subjects (including English and Maths) with a minimum of a

Grade 3.

This prospectus gives more information about the subjects offered

in Belvedere British School as well as the contact information for the

relevant Heads of Department. 

We wish all students every success as they move through Key

Stage 4 and we will be there to support them every step of the way!

KEY STAGE 4 OVERVIEW



The International GCSE course uses the following
grading systems:

IGCSE - 9, 8, 7, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1 and U

Double Science is worth two ICGSEs and is

awarded a double grade, for example 8,8 or 8,7.

When the exam papers are submitted to Edexcel, they are marked by a team of subject

specialists and then a team of Senior Examiners will carefully review the quality of students’

responses on a range of different marks. 

Using their professional judgement, and the statistical evidence available to them, the Senior

Examiners will recommend where to set the raw mark grade boundaries for each unit. 

The raw mark is the number of marks a learner achieved on an exam or assessment.

The raw mark is then converted in to a 9-1 Grade which is then released to students on the

Exam Results day in August. 

Raw mark grade boundaries may change for each exam session. The grade boundaries are

published on the Edexcel website following the release of results after each session. 

GRADING STRUCTURE



Students will receive a lot of guidance about what the best options are for them. 

Picking the correct IGCSEs is a combination of what finding out what a student is

best at, what they enjoy and what they need to get into specific university courses

or for your future career. 

Getting it right is highly important. 

This decision will play a big factor in determining a student's future, hence it is key

that the school, parents and students work together to make the right choices. 

WHAT SHOULD I STUDY?



Use of variety visual communications through a variety of approaches

(use different mediums) 

Record evidences, sharpen observational skills (sketching)

Apply properties of colours such as hue, tone, tint

Create 2D and 3D works

Undertake visual research - for example explore variety of artists

whom they can relate to and use them as primary and secondary

sources

Understand variety of works from contemporary and past practice

(artists from the past and present) from different cultures.

What is Art and Design?
Fine art can be defined as work developed primarily to communicate

aesthetic, intellectual or purely conceptual ideas and meaning, rather

than serve a practical or commercial function. Students will be

developing works of art from their personal experiences, thoughts and

feelings. They also can observe people, places in a new and unique way.

In order to do so, they need to develop their knowledge, skill,

understanding of fine art following the practical activities: 

IGCSE ART AND DESIGN

Course Structure

What could I do next?
With Art you could become an interior designer or the next big animator. You could go into

illustration, architecture, fashion or graphic design. There are literally thousands of options. 

Even if you are not planning on a future career in the creative arts, it looks great on college and

university applications. This is because being an artist requires passion, imagination, risk taking and

shows commitment, individuality and creativity which are qualities and skills used in every career.



Business Activity and Influences on Business

People in Business

Business Finance

Marketing

Business Operations

Exam Techniques

What is Business?
Business Studies is one of the most internationally studied subjects in the

world. It is an introduction to the business world where it enables students

to develop key management skills; critical and strategical thinking,

communication, problem solving, leadership reporting etc. It also enables

students to be their own boss through developing entrepreneurial skills.  

Students also will be able to research information using quantitative and

qualitative skills and then develop those ideas based on the information to

solve problems. Lastly, business studies enhances both communication

and interpersonal skills for students.

IGCSE Business Studies is designed for students to learn skills for running a

business, such as managing money, advertising and employing staff.

Students will be covering the following topics:

IGCSE BUSINESS

Course Structure

What could I do next?
After successfully completing the course you can progress in to International A Level Business

which will open up many options in future careers choices. 

Employment in areas such as: Banking, Finance, Business Management or setting up your own

company. University to study subjects as diverse as: Business, Management, Marketing, Finance, Law

or Economics. 

When coupled with a Finance or Accounting qualification, students could qualify as Financial

Advisors and Accountants. 



IGCSE ENGLISH 1ST LANGUAGE

Read and respond to material from a variety of sources

Make comparisons between texts and analyse the ways in which

writers achieve their effects

Construct and convey meaning in written language, matching style to

audience and purpose.

Development of spoken language skills.

What is English 1st Language?
IGCSE students will study towards the English Language (Specification A)

qualification. This is  also known as English as a First Language.

Students will get the chance to develop their ability to:

They will study all the English Language non-fiction texts in this anthology

in preparation for Paper 1 Section A of the examination. Students will be

asked to analyse an anthology text and compare it to an unseen non-

fiction piece. 

They will also students must study all the English Language poetry and

prose texts in the anthology for Paper 2.This will be a very exciting

selection of the best literary works to date.

Course Structure

What could I do next?
After a successful completion of the course students will have gained all the essential skills required

to further study related subjects at AS and A Level like History, English Literature, English Language,

Law, Psychology, Politics, Business Studies and Journalism.

Potential career options you could explore with an English qualification include: Administration,

Communications, Journalism, Marketing, Publishing or Teaching. 



IGCSE ENGLISH 2ND LANGUAGE

Understand of a wide variety of complex reading texts

Understand standard spoken language

Be able to write clear, well-structured texts using an appropriate style

Development of spoken language skills

Be able to express themselves fluently, spontaneously and

appropriately in a range of speaking contexts with little obvious

searching for expressions or use of avoidance strategies

What is English 2nd Language?
The IGCSE in English as a Second Language (ESL) is designed as a

qualification for either students who are not native English speakers. The

aim of the course is to test English language competence through realistic

and contextualised tasks based on authentic texts.

Students will get the chance to develop their ability to:

Students are assessed using two written papers in the ESL course. They

may also be entered for the optional, separately assessed and separately

endorsed English speaking examination.

Course Structure

What could I do next?
Achievement in this qualification is benchmarked against the Council of Europe's Common European

Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR).

Upon successful completion of this course, students can further progress into studying related

subjects like English Literature, Business Studies and History at Advanced Level and interesting

careers in Journalism, Business or a vibrant career in Travel and Tourism.

Confidence and fluency in English language is a very desirable trait for potential employers as well

as universities. 



IGCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE

Engage with and develop the ability to read and respond to a wide range

of literary texts from around the world

Develop an appreciation of the ways in which writers use literary effects

and develop the skills needed for literary study

Explore the writer’s use of language to create effects

Find enjoyment in reading literature.

What is English Literature?
A comprehensive Anthology of poetry will be studied together with a wide

selection of fiction and non fiction texts and a section of Drama will be

included. What our students find most interesting and exciting is the range of

well compiled genres which when completed will give them a solid

foundation to study Literature at A Level and beyond as their critical thinking

skills will be enhanced.

Students will get the chance to develop their skills to:

These skills will also be developed through the literary heritage component,

where learners will engage with texts such as Romeo and Juliet, Great

Expectations and Pride and Prejudice.

Course Structure

What could I do next?
IGCSE English Literature will blend well with the related courses at AS and A Level such as History,

Law, Psychology, Politics or Psychology. Potential career options you could explore with an English

Literature qualification include: Administration, Communications, Journalism, Marketing, Publishing

or Teaching. 

Students have gone on to study degree subjects at university including: English, Journalism, Drama,

Creative Writing plus many other academic subjects. 

It is also an ideal subject for those who wish to go into more vocational careers, such as Teaching or

Social Work. 



IGCSE FRENCH

What is French?
The IGCSE in French is designed primarily for students who are studying

French in order to enhance their future education or employment

prospects.

Learners begin to develop cultural awareness of countries and

communities where French is spoken. This encourages learners to be:

confident, using new and familiar structures and vocabulary to

communicate with others in everyday situations responsible, seeking

opportunities to use and develop their language skills reflective,

considering how to communicate different ideas and attitudes

innovative, applying language to a variety of situations engaged,

developing learning strategies which help them to express their ideas

and their understanding of other cultures

By studying French, students will gain positive attitudes towards modern

foreign language learning. They will also have the ability to communicate

effectively in the target language through the written word, spoken word

and be able to communicate effectively using a range of vocabulary and

structures.

Course Structure

What could I do next?
French (as any other foreign language) is good for you even if after you graduate you never use it

again for the rest of your life. However, it certainly adds to your CV and benefits your employment 

Some of the jobs that languages can be used for are Teaching, Translation / Interpretation, Editing /

Proofreading, Travel, Tourism, Hospitality, Foreign Service, International Organizations, & Other

International Careers



IGCSE GEOGRAPHY

What is Geography?
The aims and objectives of IGCSE Geography are to enable students to

apply and build on the fundamental building blocks of geographical

knowledge . 

Students will actively engage in the process of geographical enquiry to

develop as effective and independent learners, and as critical and

reflective thinkers with enquiring minds, develop their knowledge and

understanding of geographical concepts and appreciate the relevance of

these concepts to our changing world.

They will develop a framework of spatial awareness in which to appreciate

the importance of the location of places and environments at a range of

scales. They can appreciate that people have different views of, and

attitudes to, the world, its environments and its issues, Students will

develop and apply their learning to the real world through fieldwork and

develop their awareness of global issues and recognise the challenges of

moving towards a sustainable future. 

Course Structure

What could I do next?
After completing IGCSE Geography, students can progress on to the International A Level

qualification and on to Higher Education to study Humanities. 

Potential jobs directly related to a Humanities degree: Cartographer, Commercial/residential

surveyor, Environmental consultant, Geographical information systems officer, Planning and

development surveyor, Secondary school teacher,  Social researcher or Town planner. 



develop their understanding of how communities interact locally,

nationally, regionally and globally in response to change

develop skills of enquiry, analysis and evaluation of different

perspectives in relation to global issues and change

enable students to participate in local community activities and

understand the impact of these actions in terms of making a difference

to their own community, to the communities of others or society. 

What is Global Citizenship? 
The IGCSE Global Citizenship is  designed to allow students to learn what it

means to be a global citizen. Being a ‘global citizen’ means recognising

that the world consists of a number of interdependencies, nurturing

respect for others and thinking about what is equitable and how to

minimise harm to the planet

The aims and objectives of this qualification are to introduce key issues

and changes affecting societies across the globe and develop students’

understanding of them. 

This will allow students  to:

Students at this level are expected to understand the main points of Global

Citizenship and what it means to be a global citizen.

IGCSE GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP

Course Structure

What could I do next?
You could use your study of Citizenship to study International A levels in Citizenship, History,

Sociology and Law. 

The subject is highly thought of by employers and has links to careers in teaching, law, journalism,

TV and film research, the travel industry or public services like the police.



IGCSE HISTORY

What is History? 
The History is the study of the past both recent and distant. It examines the

political, economic, social and cultural issues of different eras and cultures. 

The IGCSE History course allows you to gain knowledge and understanding

of the key features and characteristics of these historical periods.

Particularly 20th Century European and World History. 

The course at Belvedere British School helps you develop skills to analyse

and evaluate historical interpretations in the context of historical events

studied and develop skills to explain, analyse and make judgments about

these historical events and periods. 

Students studying IGCSE History will also learn how to use a range of

source material to comprehend, interpret and cross-refer sources which

will help them develop key critical thinking skills for use in their A Level

and University courses. 

Course Structure

What could I do next?
Moving  in to Year 12, students can opt to study International A Level History to further their

knowledge and understanding of various Early and Mid 20th Century topics.

If you are thinking of a career in Teaching, Law, Publishing or Journalism—or any role that requires

the ability to communicate effectively and to evaluate and analyse complex data, then IGCSE

History can help develop skills that will be transferrable in to these fields. 

History can also be a very useful subject if you wish to study Architecture, Archeology or

International Politics.



cells and tissues

biological molecules 

structure and functions of the human skeleton 

structures of the nervous system 

circulatory and respiratory systems of the body 

reproduction and inheritance

spread, prevention and treatment of diseases.

What is Human Biology? 
The Edexcel IGCSE in Human Biology course is designed to integrate

the biological concepts taught in the Edexcel IGCSE Science course and

develop and deepen a students understanding of the workings of the

human body. This course provides an excellent bridge between the

content in the IGCSE Science course and the A-Level Biology course.

Over the two years of the course students will cover a variety of topics

which will include: 

IGCSE HUMAN BIOLOGY

Course Structure

What could I do next?
This qualification enables progression to International A Level Biology where students will study

the human body in more depth as well as plant biology. 

The groundwork of this course will lead students into numerous university courses that are based

upon the Biological Sciences including common choices such as Sports Science, Medicine,

Veterinary Science and Marine Biology. 

This opens numerous doors for students to enter into a wide variety of scientific fields ranging from

the medical field into environmental sciences and even a career in teaching. 

The course is assessed by two exams taken at the end of Year 11, each exam contributing 50% of

the final grade. Developed directly in conjunction with Edexcel, the textbook provides all the

information students would require for the whole course. This course has been designed to

complement IGCSE Biology which can be taken alongside or as an alternative.



IGCSE ICT

explore how digital technology impacts on the lives of individuals,

organisations and society

develop awareness of the risks that are inherent in using ICT and the

features of safe, secure and responsible practice

work with a range of digital tools and techniques to produce

effective ICT solutions in a range of contexts

What is ICT?
The study of ICT supports the development of skills and attitudes that

increase candidates’ ability to address the social and ethical issues of

technological advancements. Many aspects of society have been

influenced by the ICT revolution. ICT is having a profound impact on the

world of work, affecting both the jobs that people do and how they do

them. 

New media for communication and social networking are having a

significant impact on the relationships that people form. Candidates and

teachers are finding new ways to learn through the medium of

technology. 

The aims and objectives of this qualification are:

Course Structure

What could I do next?
Future careers in the field of ICT include: database administrator, systems analyst, web

designer, network manager, archivist, cartographer or computer engineer to name a few. 

IGCSE Information and Communication Technology is an ideal foundation for further study at A

Level and the skills learnt can also be used in other areas of study and in everyday life.



IGCSE MATHEMATICS

What is Maths?
Studying Mathematics helps us find patterns and structure in our lives.

Practically, Maths helps us put a price on things, create graphics, build

websites, build skyscrapers and generally understand how things work or

predict how they might change over time and under different conditions. 

IGCSE Maths provides  two tiers of entry (Higher and Foundation) that allow

students to be entered for a level appropriate to them with questions in

each tier that are accessible to students of all abilities within that tier.

Studying maths at IGCSE will allow students to develop their problem-

solving skills by translating problems in mathematical or non-

mathematical contexts at both Higher and Foundation tiers. Students will

develop reasoning skills through exercises such as presenting arguments

and proofs, and making deductions and drawing conclusions from

mathematical information.

Course Structure

What could I do next?
Following the IGCSE Maths course, students can progress on to International A Level Maths and

possibly on to university. 

People with Mathematics degrees and other qualifications can go into accounting, medicine,

engineering, forensic pathology, finance, business, consultancy, teaching, IT, games development,

scientific research, programming, the civil service, design, construction and astrophysics to name a

few. 

Specific job roles include actuary, business analyst, software engineer, technology analyst,

information engineer, speech technology researcher, and Mathematics teacher. 



GCSE PSYCHOLOGY

What is Psychology?
The Psychology course is a GCSE and administered by Edexcel. There are

very little differences between GCSE and IGCSE and are accepted as

‘equivalent’ qualifications by the vast majority of universities, sixth form

colleges and other independent schools around the world. 

This course has been designed to engage students as they explore human

behaviour, get an understanding of themselves and others, and gain skills

that will support progression to further study of psychology and a wide

range of other subjects.

Students will gain knowledge and understanding of key features of the

following core areas of psychology through the study of the compulsory

and optional topics in this specification, including research methods:

biological, cognitive, social, developmental, individual differences as well

as the contribution of psychology to an understanding of individual, social

and cultural diversity.

Course Structure

What can I do next?
Psychology is one of the most interesting and dynamic fields in the world currently. It is interlinked

with sociology, biology and other subjects. Combining them can give you remarkable insight into the

behaviour of the society as well as the individual. 

After gaining your IGCSE, you continue to Psychology at IAS or IAL and beyond, you can do

postgraduate study in areas such as Clinical, Counselling, Educational, Occupational, Sport and

Exercise or Forensic Psychology, or use your gained skills as a Social Worker, Careers Adviser,

Counsellor, Detective, Human Resources Officer, Market Researcher (Marketing in general), Mediator

(Law Career), Neuroscientist, Therapist, Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCO) and many

others. 

The skills you will gain are extremely useful in everyday life, transferrable and valued amongst most

employers.



IGCSE SCIENCE

How does Science work at IGCSE?
There are three options available for Key Stage 4 students studying Science at IGCSE: Single

Award, Double Award, Triple Award.

Students will cover all three sciences - Biology, Chemistry and Physics - however they are studied

to different extents depending on the route taken. 

Biology Topics
B1 – The nature and variety of

living organisms

B2 – Structure and functions of

living organisms

B3 – Reproduction and

inheritance

B4 – Ecology and the environment

B5 – Use of biological resources

Chemistry Topics
C1 – Principles of chemistry

C2 – Inorganic chemistry

C3 – Physical chemistry

C4 – Organic chemistry 

Physics Topics
P1 – Forces and motion

P2 – Electricity

P3 – Waves

P4 – Energy resources and

transfers

P5 – Solids, liquids and gases

P6 – Magnetism and

electromagnetism

P7 – Radioactivity and particles

P8 - Astrophysics



IGCSE SCIENCE (SINGLE)

acquire knowledge and understanding of scientific facts, terminology,

concepts, principles and practical techniques

apply the principles and concepts of science, including those related to

the applications of science, to different contexts 

developing students’ practical skills by including a number of

practicals in the specification content.

analyse, interpret and evaluate data and experimental methods,

drawing conclusions that are consistent with evidence from

experimental activities

What is Single Science?
The Single Science course is designed to cover 1/3 of overall Biology,

Chemistry and Physics content. At the end of the course, students will sit

three exams and obtain one overall IGCSE grade. 

The aims and objectives of this qualification are to enable students to:

Official published resources are available to purchase, both online and in

stores, and are produced by Pearson. Developed directly in conjunction

with Edexcel, these textbooks provide all the information students would

require for the course.

Course Structure

What can I do next?
Whilst a qualification in Single Science does not progress to International A Level, it provides a solid

understanding and appreciation of science that supports further study at the same qualification

level or employment opportunities. Therefore it is extremely beneficial for those students who wish

to a gain a science qualification at IGCSE. 



IGCSE SCIENCE (DOUBLE)

acquire knowledge and understanding of scientific facts, terminology,

concepts, principles and practical techniques

apply the principles and concepts of science, including those related to

the applications of science, to different contexts 

developing students’ practical skills by including a number of

practicals in the specification content.

analyse, interpret and evaluate data and experimental methods,

drawing conclusions that are consistent with evidence from

experimental activities

What is Double Science?
The Double Science course is designed to cover 2/3 of overall Biology,

Chemistry and Physics content. At the end of the course, students will sit

three exams and obtain two IGCSE grades such 8 7, 6 6 or 5 4. 

The aims and objectives of this qualification are to enable students to:

Official published resources are available to purchase, both online and in

stores, and are produced by Pearson. Developed directly in conjunction

with Edexcel, these textbooks provide all the information students would

require for the course.

Course Structure

What can I do next?
Upon completion of the IGCSE Double Science qualification, students may progress on to an

International A Level in Biology, Chemistry or Physics. Students may take 1 or 2 of these subjects in

Key Stage 5 and then potentially progress on to university. 

This qualification enables progression to Higher Education courses, such as: Biomedicine, Marine

Biology, Veterinary Science, Medicine, Dentistry, Chemical Engineering, Pharmacology, Natural

Sciences, Aerospace Engineering, Petroleum Engineering, Mechanical Engineering, Civil Engineering,

Computer Science and Financial Studies.  



IGCSE SCIENCE (TRIPLE)

acquire knowledge and understanding of scientific facts, terminology,

concepts, principles and practical techniques

apply the principles and concepts of science, including those related to

the applications of science, to different contexts 

developing students’ practical skills by including a number of

practicals in the specification content.

What is Triple Science?
The Triple Science course is designed so that students cover the entire

course content of Biology, Chemistry and Physics. 

At the end of the course, students will sit two exams per science (six

papers in total) and obtain three overall IGCSE grades. 

The aims and objectives of these qualifications are to enable students to:

Course Structure

What can I do next?
Upon completion of the IGCSE Triple Science qualifications, students may progress on to an

International A Level in Biology, Chemistry or Physics. Students may take 1 or 2 of these subjects in

Key Stage 5 and then potentially progress on to university. 

This qualification enables progression to Higher Education courses, such as: Biomedicine, Marine

Biology, Veterinary Science, Medicine, Dentistry, Chemical Engineering, Pharmacology, Natural

Sciences, Aerospace Engineering, Petroleum Engineering, Mechanical Engineering, Civil Engineering,

Computer Science and Financial Studies. 



We have the highest expectations and each child has a personalised learning
journey designed to challenge and support them. 

The school has a rigorous assessment cycle and robust tracking systems to track
progress in all subjects. These are kept under constant review and scrutiny by the
Middle and Senior Leadership Teams.

Half-termly pupil progress meetings are conducted with all class teachers to
discuss progress and early action is taken to address any areas where a pupil’s
progress is giving cause for concern. 

Parents also have an important role to play in ensuring their child achieves their full
potential. Parents will receive termly progress cards and are required to attend
performance review meetings which will cover their child’s academic progress,
attendance, and behaviour. 

There are ongoing informal assessments to move student’s learning on that
happen every day in all lessons. In addition, your child will be formally assessed in
all curriculum areas at the end of each term. 

In Key Stage 4, students will sit mock exam papers in Year 11 to prepare them for
the final examinations which will be held in May 2024.

Resit options are available in the November and January (for specific subjects)
exam sessions. Details regarding timetables will be issued to students as soon as
they are made available by Edexcel.

ASSESSMENT, RECORDING AND
REPORTING IN KEY STAGE 4



After completing their IGCSE examinations, students will have the opportunity to

move in to Key Stage 5 in Belvedere British School to study their chosen subjects

at International A Level. 

Entry to the Key Stage 5 is a privilege, and as such there are certain academic

requirements which must be met. 

There must also be a commitment to a certain style of conduct as expected of a

student preparing to transition to further education. 

To enter Key Stage 5, you must have been successful in five IGCSE subjects
(including English, Maths and Science), achieving a Grade 3 or above. 

To study a subject at A Level, you should have achieved at least a Grade 5 at
IGCSE in the chosen subject. 

Students will be expected to take a minimum of three IAS subjects in Year 12,

and continuing with a minimum of two subjects in Year 13, to achieve an IAL

qualification. 

In order to be meet the ADEK requirements, students should pass at least two
subjects at IAL (Year 13) with a minimum of a Grade D.

AFTER KEY STAGE 4



Principal
Mrs Jacqueline Brooks Smith
bbsprincipal@belvederebritishschool.com

Vice Principal
Dr Ahmed Al-Zuhairi
az.viceprincipal@belvederebritishschool.com

Head of Arabic
Ms Wejdan Farhan
hod.arabic@belvederebritishschool.com

Head of Science
Ms Natalie McSkimming
n.mcskimming@belvederebritishschool.com

Head of Mathematics
Dr Samim Nur Rahman
s.nurrahman@belvederebritishschool.com

Head of Humanities
Mr Sean Kelly
s.kelly@belvederebritishschool.com

Head of English
Ms Florence Chikuruwo
f.chikuruwo@belvederebritishschool.com

Exams Officer
Mr Jay La Roche
j.laroche@belvederebritishschool.com

KEY CONTACT DETAILS


